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MICHAEL WEKERLE, STEPHEN CRAIG, PAUL SPARKES AND 
JOSEPH MACDONALD NAMED GALILEO PARTNERS
Toronto, Ontario (October 18, 2011): Michael Waring, President, CEO and Chief Investment Officer of Galileo Global Equity Advisors Inc. today announced that Michael Wekerle, Stephen Craig, Paul Sparkes and Joseph MacDonald will join the firm as partners.
Mr. Wekerle was a co-founder of Griffiths McBurney (now GMP) where he served from 1995 to 2011. He is widely considered a leading investment advisor in Canada and during his time at GMP, helped establish the firm’s hedge fund, institutional trading desk and a reputation for assisting clients in profiting from large-scale transactions. The Globe and Mail newspaper described Mr. Wekerle as one of Bay Street’s legendary investment traders.
Mr. Craig served as Managing Director and Head Trader at Salida Capital, one of Canada’s oldest and most established natural resources investment firms, from 2003 to 2011 where he was responsible for execution management for multiple portfolio managers and strategies. A Bay Street veteran with almost 30 years’ experience, Mr. Craig also served as partner and head trader at J Zechner Associates, and as institutional sales trader at First Marathon Securities, First Boston and Wood Gundy.
Mr. Sparkes is an accomplished business leader with executive experience in both the private and public sectors. Most recently, he served as CTVglobemedia’s Executive Vice President, Corporate Affairs. Previously, he held senior positions in the public service, including Director of Operations and Special Assistant for Atlantic Canada in the Office of the Prime Minister from 1996 to 2001 and Executive Assistant to the Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador from 1989 to 1996. He is also active as a director of several organizations including the Liquor Control Board of Ontario (“LCBO”), the National Arts Centre Foundation, the Smiling Land Foundation and serves as an advisory board member for the Belinda Stronach Foundation.
Mr. MacDonald has been a financial services executive for over 30 years. He started his career in the insurance industry, and then joined Mackenzie Financial Corporation where he spent 10 years as Vice President involved in all facets of the mutual fund business. He also served in the startup of O’Donnell Investment Management, a Canadian mutual fund company, led YMG Capital Management’s mutual fund business and was Executive Vice-President at Calgary-based Citadel Group of Funds.  In addition to being named a Galileo partner, Mr. MacDonald also serves as Chief Operating Officer and a Director. Mr. MacDonald is also a member of the Investment and Finance Committee of Kings College at the University of Western Ontario and a past director of the Investment Funds Institute of Canada.
“These appointments enhance Galileo’s reputation as the leading go-to provider of specialized, alpha-driven asset management in Canada,” said Mr. Waring. “Speaking on behalf of the entire Galileo team, I am delighted to be joining forces with Michael, Stephen, Paul and Joe, knowing that together, we can accelerate the growth of our firm by adding extra value for our clients.”
The appointments are subject to normal course regulatory approval.
About Galileo Global Equity Advisors

Founded in 2000 by Michael Waring, the Galileo Global Equity Advisors organization delivers investment advisory and portfolio management services to institutional clients including pension funds, high net worth individuals, corporations and trusts.  It also manages Galileo mutual funds, which are represented across Canada by independent financial advisors.
About Galileo Funds (www.galileofunds.ca)

Galileo High Income Plus Fund invests for high income and growth of capital through investments in high yielding equity securities, preferred shares, and convertible debentures of Canadian companies, real estate investment trusts and royalty trusts. Galileo High Income Plus Fund is five star-rated by Morningstar and has achieved Fundata’s FundGrade A rating for eight consecutive quarters. 
Galileo Global Opportunities Fund invests for capital appreciation by actively selecting and harvesting value resident in the securities of high potential small and mid-sized companies. It takes positions in early stage companies and sells those positions as they achieve success through rising sales, earnings and cash flow. The managers invest only when they believe a company’s share price is attractive relative to its growth potential – and only after meeting with corporate management.  The Fund has achieved excellent performance for owners and since the end of 2009, has earned, on average, a four-star rating from Morningstar.

For more information contact:

Joe MacDonald
416 594 3632
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